
Conjunction/connection

The context of my understanding of the present historical and cul-
tural dynamics is the transition from a realm of conjunction to one of
connection, with a special focus on the emergence of the first connective
generation, those who learn more words from a machine than a mother.

In this transition, a mutation of the conscious organism is taking
place: to render this organism compatible with a connective environment,
our cognitive system needs to be reformatted. This appears to generate
a dulling of the faculties of conjunction that had hitherto characterized
the human condition.

The realm of sensibility is involved in this ongoing process of cogni-
tive reformatting; we see aesthetic thought as being inserted at a juncture.
Ethical and political thought is also reshaping its observational stand-
point and framework around the passage from a conjunctive to a con-
nective form of human concatenation. 

Conjunction is becoming-other. In contrast, in connection each ele-
ment remains distinct and interacts only functionally. 

Singularities change when they conjoin; they become something
other than they were before their conjunction. Love changes the lover
and a combination of asignifying signs gives rise to the emergence of a
meaning that does not exist prior to it. 

Rather than a fusion of segments, connection entails a simple effect
of machinic functionality. In order to connect, segments must be com-
patible and open to interfacing and interoperability. Connection requires
these segments to be linguistically compatible. In fact the digital web
spreads and expands by progressively reducing more and more elements
to a format, a standard and a code that make different segments 
compatible.

The segments that enter this rhizome belong to different realms of
nature: they are electronic, semiotic, machinic, biological, and psychic;
optic fibre circuits, mathematical abstractions, electromagnetic waves,
human eyes, neurons and synapses. The process whereby they become
compatible traverses heterogeneous fields of being and folds them onto
a principle of connectivity. 

The present mutation occurs in this transition from conjunction to
connection, a paradigm of exchange between conscious organisms. Cen-
tral to this mutation is the insertion of the electronic into the organic, the
proliferation of artificial devices in the organic universe, in the body, in
communication and in society. Therefore, the relationship between 
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consciousness and sensibility is transformed and the exchange of signs
undergoes a process of increasing desensitization. 

Conjunction is the meeting and fusion of rounded and irregular forms
that infuse in a manner that is imprecise, unrepeatable, imperfect and
continuous. Connection is the punctual and repeatable interaction of 
algorithmic functions, straight lines and points that juxtapose perfectly
and are inserted and removed in discrete modes of interaction. These dis-
crete modes make different parts compatible to predetermined standards. 

The digitalization of communication processes leads on the one hand
to a sort of desensitization to the curve and to the continuous flows of
slow becoming, and on the other hand to a becoming sensitive to the
code, to sudden changes of states and to the sequence of discrete signs.

Interpretation follows semantic criteria in the realm of conjunction:
the meaning of the signs sent by the other as she enters in conjunction
with you needs to be understood by tracing the intention, the context,
the nuances and the unsaid, if necessary. 

The interpretative criteria of the realm of connection on the other
hand are purely syntactic. In connection, the interpreter must recognize
a sequence and be able to perform the operation required by general syn-
tax or the operating system; there is no room for margins of ambiguity
in the exchange of messages, nor can the intention be shown by means
of nuances.

This mutation produces painful effects in the conscious organism and
we read them through the categories of psychopathology: dyslexia, anx-
iety and apathy, panic, depression and a sort of suicidal epidemics is
spreading.

However, a purely psychopathological account fails to capture the
question in its depth, because we are in fact confronted with the effort
of the conscious organism to adapt to a changed environment and a read-
justment of the cognitive system to the techno-communicative environ-
ment. This generates pathologies of the psychic sphere and in social
relations. 

Aesthetic perception – here properly conceived of as the realm of
sensibility and aesthesia – is directly involved in this transformation: in
its attempt to efficiently interface with the connective environment, the
conscious organism appears to increasingly inhibit what we call sensibil-
ity. 

By sensibility, we mean the faculty that enables human beings to 
interpret signs that are not verbal nor can be made so, the ability to 
understand what cannot be expressed in forms that have a finite syntax.
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This faculty reveals itself to be useless and even damaging in an inte-
grated connective system. Sensibility slows down processes of interpre-
tation and renders them aleatory and ambiguous, thus reducing the
competitive efficiency of the semiotic agent.

The ethical realm where voluntary action is possible also plays an 
essential role in the reformatting of the cognitive system. Religious soci-
ologists and journalists lament a sort of ethical lack of sensitivity and a
general indifference in the behaviour of the new generations. In many
cases, they lament the decline of ideological values or community links. 

However, in order to understand the discomfort that invests the eth-
ical and political realms, the emphasis needs to be placed on aesthetics.
Ethical paralysis and the inability to ethically govern individual and col-
lective life seem to stem from a discomfort in aesthesia – the perception
of the other and of the self. 

Dystopian poetry

The arts of the 1900s favoured the register of utopia in two forms:
the radical utopia of Majakovski and the functional utopia of the
Bauhaus. The dystopian thread remained hidden in the folds of the artis-
tic and literary imagination, in Fritz Lang, expressionism, and a kind of
bitter surrealism that underlies the field of vision that connects Salvador
Dali to Philip Dick. In the second half of the nineteenth century the lit-
erary dystopia of Orwell, Burroughs and Delillo flourished. Only today,
at the beginning of the twenty first century, does dystopia take center
stage and conquers the whole field of the artistic imagination, thus draw-
ing the narrative horizon of the century with no future. In the expression
of contemporary poetry, in cinema, video-art and novels, the marks of
an epidemic of psychopathology proliferate.

In her videos, Elja Liisa Athila (Wind, If 6 was 9, Anne Aki and God)
narrates the psychopathology of relations, the inability to touch and to
be touched. In the film Me and you and everyone we know, Miranda July tells
the story of a video-artist who falls in love with a young man and of the
difficulty of translating emotion into words and words into touch. Lan-
guage is severed from affectivity. Language and sex diverge in everyday
life. Sex is talked about everywhere, but sex never speaks. Pills accelerate
erection because the time for caresses is limited. 

A film by Jia Zhang-Ke, entitled Still life (Sanxia haoren) and pro-
duced in Hong Kong in 2006, shows an unfolding devastation. This film
is extraordinarily beautiful and tells a simple story, with the background
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